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• Argument with parents

• Tension at home

• Wanted to be with friends

• County Lines

• CSE/CCE

• Abuse

• Mental Health 

• Curfew times



• Do not like the placement 

• Because not allowed to stay with friends

• Boredom

• Two young people going off missing together, after their 

parents found out they are in a relationship – They was 

of different religions 

• Young female who went off to Bangladesh to meet a 

male she has been speaking to online 

• Young male (age 8) left home, went on the bus alone, to 

go to his cousin’s house as he wanted to play the X-Box 

• Argument with parents 

• Got into trouble at school and was worried to go home 

• Went to a party with friends, lied and said she was 

staying at her friend’s but wasn’t.
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"They are dramatic, irrational and scream for 

seemingly no reason. They have a deep 

need for both greater independence and 

tender loving care“

Live Science, 2012.



• The reason the previous description can be used for both toddlers and adolescents is 

that after infancy the brains most dramatic growth spurt is during adolescence. 
Live Science, 2012.

• Teenagers rely on the limbic system (the emotional part of the brain) rather than the 

more rational prefrontal cortex (the decision making part of the brain). This means 

teenagers will punch walls, take high risks etc even though when asked they know 

better.

• The prefrontal cortex (just behind the forehead), in time takes control of the limbic 

system and regulates high emotions such as rage, fear excitement etc. 
Sheryl Feinstein, inside the teenage brain, 2009.

• Consider how past experiences impact on the speed they manage these changes. 



http://www.ted.com/talks/sarah_jayne_blakemore_the_mysterious_workin

gs_of_the_adolescent_brain

http://www.ted.com/talks/sarah_jayne_blakemore_the_mysterious_workings_of_the_adolescent_brain


RISK AND RESILIENCE?





Contextual safeguarding recognises the impact of the public/social 

context on young peoples lives and consequently their safety. 

Contextual safeguarding seeks to identify and respond to harm and 

abuse posed to young people outside their home, either from adults or 

other young people. Its an approach that looks at how interventions 

can change the processes and environments to make them safer for 

all young people, as opposed to focussing on an individual. 
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The Redbridge Missing Children Operational Panel relaunched in April 2019 to provide a forum in 

which cases of concern could be discussed and progressed through a multi- agency approach. 

The aim of this panel is: 

• To review all children who have been missing from home or local authority care on more than one 

occasion within the previous month and those children who have had at least one episode of 

being missing that has lasted for 48 hours or more.

• To work collaboratively and think creatively about how we can pro-actively reduce the number of 

children who go missing and the frequency and duration of missing episodes

• To ensure robust safety planning for children who go missing from home and care.

• To hold each other to account, ensuring policy and procedures for missing children are being 

followed and robust efforts made to keep children safe.

• To identify, discuss and deliver a partnership response to short, medium and long-term themes 

trends and patterns emerging from missing children data and return home interviews.



• Enable a full discussion about the nature of the problem.

• Generate a range of possible solutions to the problem 

(using them as the expert in their own lives).

• Decide on the best solution out of those discussed 

(better outcomes when they feel involved and in control).

• Put the proposed solution into action for long enough to 

see how it works.

• Monitor and evaluate the situation and discuss again as 

necessary. 
(based on Lindon, 2003)



Diamond ranking (O'Kane 2000)

• Diamond ranking is good if teenagers 

or parents/carers are struggling to 

prioritise the identified needs. Also 

helps the worker assess/analyse their 

understanding of the concerns.

• List the tasks/concerns and support 

the teenager or family to put them in 

order of “their” priority.

• Teenagers or families choose the 

order to deal with issues. 

• Provides them power whilst still 

addressing the identified needs.

3)

1) Most 
important 
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The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is a framework for identifying victims 

of human trafficking and ensuring they receive appropriate care. A range of 

agencies may be involved in a trafficking case such as the police, the UK 

Border Agency (UKBA), local authorities and non-governmental organisations 

such as charities. 

The NRM makes it easier for these agencies to co-operate, share information 

and facilitate access to advice, accommodation and support.

NSPCC: August 2015.

Article 10 of the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Trafficking in 

Human Beings sets out a two stage process for identifying victims of trafficking. 

The reasonable grounds test acts as an quick initial filter before the fuller 

conclusive decision.



http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/


• In 2018/2019, 163 children were recorded on the Children’s Social 

Care Integrated Children’s System (ICS) as going missing from 

home on 266 separate occasions. The statistics in Table 1 indicate 

that fewer children went missing from home and that the frequency 

has decreased from 1.95 episodes per child in 2017/18 to 1.63 per 

child in 2018/19, a 16.4% reduction.

Missing from Home 

Year Number of children Episodes Episodes during open 

referral

Frequency per 

child

2018/19 163 266 154 1.63

2017/18 190 370 195 1.95

2016/17 218 409 233 1.88

2015/16 195 290 No information 1.49

2014/15 158 206 No information 1.30



Month Cases Missing Episodes Missing Episodes During 

Open Referral

Cases with CSE Concerns

2019/04 21 23 8

2019/05 27 38 31 2

2019/06 27 33 21

2019/07 20 22 12

2019/08 14 14 4

2019/09 17 19 12

2019/10 19 24 16

2019/11 19 26 12

2019/12 20 23 14

2020/01 12 13 5

2020/02 18 22 11

Total: 154 257 146 2



Relative to the Redbridge population, data suggests that Black, Asian, Mixed 

Race and ‘Other White’ children are over-represented among Redbridge 

missing children, and White British children are under-represented among the 

cohort.

National figures:

180,000 people are reported missing every year in the UK, one every 90 

seconds, according to figures compiled by the charity Missing People. One in 

200 children will go missing, with that number standing at one in 500 for adults.

7 Mar 2019.

Between Redbridge, Havering and LBBD, Redbridge has more missing/absent 

young people. Redbridge in fact has the biggest proportion! 
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The return to home interview allows us to get information about 

what is happening with the Young Person. It is very important that 

the worker shares all information and gets support for the Young 

Person. 

• Worker will feedback outcomes of interview to MASH, they can 

progress to CPAT for a C&F assessment 

• Worker can make a referral to Early Intervention Panel – if case is 

not open 

• Young Person may need a Mentor or counselling at school – Worker 

will E-mail Safeguarding Lead at their school to ask for this support 

• Coping Through Football 

• Box Up Crime 

• Fusion Referral 

• Worker can request that the allocated Social Worker to do a FIT 

referral if needed – Youth Services/CSE/Gangs 



1. 



5. 





• CSE services – Tiger Light

• Domestic Violence/CSE – VAWG  

• Gangs Support – St Giles / Box Up Crime 

• Youth Services – Mentors and Positive Activities 

• Harmful Sexual Behaviour – TAITH 

• 1:1 Missing Bespoke Work 

Referral to the Early Intervention Panel to consider e.g. Youth Services, 

Families Together,  Parenting programme, Box Up Crime. 

• https://find.redbridge.gov.uk/kb5/redbridge/fsd/home.page 

















https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://dopcandy.portsmouth.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/&sa=U&ei=tV7TVKqaMY-P7AamqIGQCw&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNFezhH796cjiX8qN_9IVEKI1kBClA


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419595/Working_Together_to_Safeguard_Children.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-go-missing-from-home-or-care
http://www.equation.org.uk/


Reflections.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-go-missing-from-home-or-care
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Thank you

Anne-Maria Brown

Team Manager 

Family Intervention Team, 

London Borough of Redbridge

mailto:anne-maria.brown@redbridge.gov.uk

