Common Assessment Framework (CAF) Information for Schools

What is a CAF Assessment?

The CAF Is whole tamily assessment, which covers all
of the key areas within a child and family’s life, and
helps to iIdentity the strengths and highlight where

support might be needed.

Remember: The assessment should always be
completed in partnership with the family; not
completed on their behalf. Following the assessment,
a TAF (Team around the Family) meeting will
take place where the areas of need can be
discussed and an action plan can be drawn up,
which will be regularly reviewed.

When should | complete one?

You should complete a CAF when you believe that a
child or family who you work with have additional
needs and require support from a range of agencies
e.g. A child whose arrendance is very low and they
have reported that they have self-harmed In the
past. The aim is for children 1o receive ‘early help’ to
prevent any concerns escalating. However, the level
of heed or risk should not be such that involvement
by statutory children’s social care services Is required.

Why Can’t | Just Do a MARF?

't's important to complete a MARF when concerned
about a child. However, prior to completing a MARF,
you need to consider: Is the child is at risk of serous
harme E.g. If a child presents to school with bruises
and has disclosed that his mother uses a belt 1o
ohysically assault him, a MARF Is hecessary.
Completing a MARF when It Is not warranted can
credate unnecessary increases in CPAT's workload.
This has a direct impact on families receiving the
support that they need, at that 1ime. If you have o
concern apout a child and family that has identified
additional needs, it's good practice to spedak 1o the
family about the benetits of the CAF Assessment. This
assessment will provide a holistic understanding of the
needs of the family and will establish a targetea
support plan to meet those needs.

What support could the families | work with receive?

The Families Together Hub (which the CAF Team are ©
oart of), work In partnership with a range of agencies
— see table (on next page) for a list of services that
families can access.

Please note: This list is not exhaustive.
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service Name

Jumior AT Team/Box Up

Family Support Workers

Evolve and Adapt Men-
toring Project

Families Together Hub
has links to...

Vhal They offer - Attend TAF meetings to review the assessment and
ONE-10 one support Tor young peopia Who are ot fisk o draw up an action plan with the family. (The plan
should be reviewed on a 6-8 week basis up untll

pecoming involved in crime/gangs or atask of being ex
closure).

ciuced from egucation. AlsO provide group Work pro-
grammes Iooking at g range of challenges young peopie n
Regbnage might foce. Srong links with Boxup : Provdes
free poxng sessions, but giso offer mentoang & cooching
suppor.
free, frienaly conficential service 10 young peopie in ne Who do | need to contact?

porougn of Recbnage under e oge of 18 who areusng.

or at nsk of using arnugs and aiconol.

OTIEr o range of courses for porents - 70 assst Wi amacn- Your school has an allocated CAF Coordinator.
ment, DoUNnaary setting and encouraging positive relgion-

Ships 1 e nome. Please make contact with your coordinator prior to
Frovice Wnoile tramily support WhiCh Coverns g ragnge or are-

as: Parenting, rexaBonsnips, SUppOF WA housing, benefis completing a CAF, as the family may already be
A - open to our services. (Please ensure you have verbal

Provice one-10-one menonng sessions for young peopile . . .

WNO Want 10 10iK 10 someone outsice of eir family/ consent before making any checks with our service).
friengship group. Provice G positive role mogel and often

Ink young peopie Win posmive gCivines. _ _ _

EWITRS vento neam suppor, vAwG (soence Agorer | O find out who your allocated coordinator is, contact
women gng Gris), Chicren Wimn Dscbimes [Assessmen?

worker), Homeless Suppor: Team, many more....ask your the CAF Team:

lecd professional for more informaton.

Telephone: 020 8708 2612 / 2613 / 2614

What will | need to do to assist?

e-mail: catfadmin@redbridge.gov.uk

- Complete a CAF assessment with the family — find A N
confidential space so that they are able 1o speak or Visit
freely about their circumstances.

web: https://find.redbridge.gov.uk/

- During the assessment process, make sure that you and search for "CAF'" to find additional information.

get consent (ideadlly writtfen) from the family fo share
tTheir iInformation with a range of services.
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