
Safeguarding Children Not in Education (CNIS)

Background
The briefing will provide practitioners with an overview of local safeguarding 
arrangements, referral pathways, escalation processes, and statutory responsibilities 
relating to children missing education. It will encourage reflective practice and 
consideration of how learning can be embedded to improve outcomes for children 
and families.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this briefing, participants will be able to:
• Understand the safeguarding risks associated with children missing from 

education, 
• Recognise the statutory duties and responsibilities of partner agencies in 

identifying, reporting, and tracking children who are missing from education.
• Reflect on the key findings and learning from a local rapid review, considering 

how these relate to current practice and multi -agency working.
• Apply local  procedures and pathways effectively, ensuring timely referrals, 

information sharing, and appropriate escalation where concerns persist.
• Identify barriers to engagement and attendance and understand the importance 

of professional curiosity in exploring the lived experiences of children and 
families.
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